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ASSEMBLY OK'SLOVE/GREENSTEIN/CRUZ-

PEREZ/MORIARTY BILL TARGETING UNSAFE JEWELRY
Measure Comes After Minnesota Boy Died After Swvallowing Lead- Tainted Bracel et

(TRENTON) — The Assembly today approved legidation sponsored by Assemblywomen Sandi
Love, Nilsa Cruz-Perez and Linda Greenstein and Assemblyman Paul Moriarty targeting unsafejewelry.

Under the bill, no one may sdl, distribute, import or manufacture jewdry in New Jersey that
contains materids classfied as unsafe The bill dso includes dricter redrictions on materias used in
children’s jewery and body piercing jewdry.

Love crafted the legidation (A-2877) after a 4-year-old Minnegpolis boy died of lead poisoning
from swalowing atainted charm bracelet.

“Buying anecklace or acharm bracelet shouldn’t bring about fears of lead and mercury poisoning,
yet the hedth and safety of New Jerseyansareat risk,” said Love (D-Gloucester). “It’ stimethese harmful
products are taken down from store shelves for good.”

“Jewelry isoften asymbol of love, caring and devotion, and thishill ensuresit saysthat way,” said
Cruz-Perez (D-Camden). “A bracdet shouldn’t prompt fears of lead and mercury poisoning, and any
jewdry that contains such products should be immediately recaled.”

Under the hill, the Director of Consumer Affairs or manufacturers, distributors or importers of
jewdry who discover it containsany materid or substancein violation of thebill’ srestrictions must issuean
immediate recdl for that product.

Within 48 hours of receiving notice of the recall, retailerswould be required to removethejewdry
from displays and make it unavailable for purchase.

Within 14 business days, retailers would be required to return dl the jewdry to the manufacturer,
distributor or importer from which it was obtained, at the cost of the manufacturer, distributor or importer.
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Within 14 business days, retailers would be required to return dl thejewelry to the manufacturer,
digtributor or importer fromwhich it was obtained, at the cost of the manufacturer, distributor or importer.

The manufacturer, ditributor or importer would then have 60 businessdaysto destroy thejewelry
and to dispose of the remnants to remove them from access by the genera public.

“Thisisaresponsible proposal that protects consumers againgt the potentia seriousillnesses and
long-lagting harmful affects” said Greengtein (D-Middlesex/Mercer). “Inthisday and age there snoreason
to be making jewdry with lead and mercury and there' s no reason for New Jerseyans to be exposed to
such toxic materias”

The bill specifiesthe following pendties

Knowingly sling, offering for sdle, didtributing, importing or manufacturing jewdry that contains

any materid in violation of the bill’ sredtrictions is an unlawful practice;

Failing toremovetherecaled jewery from disolays, make it unavailablefor purchase or returnit to

the manufacturer, digtributor or importer within the required timeframe is an unlawful practice; and

A manufacturer, digtributor, or importer falling toissuean immediaterecdl or destroy and digpose of

jewdry returned to them as aresult of arecdl isacrimeof the fourth degreefor afirst offense, third

degree for a second offense and second degree for subsequent offenses.

An unlawful practice under the Consumer Fraud Act is punishable by a fine of not more than
$10,000for afirgt offense and not more than $20,000 for subsequent offenses. A violation cana soresuitin
cease and desist orders issued by the Attorney Generd, punitive damages and the awarding of treble
damages and cogts to the injured.

A fourth degreecrimeis punishable by up to 18 monthsimprisonment, afine of $10,000, or both. A
third degree crime is punishable by three to five years imprisonment, a fine of $15,000, or both, and a
second degree crimeis punishable by five to 10 years imprisonment, a fine of $150,000, or both.

“WEe rejust doing what we can to ensure New Jersey consumers are protected from the dangers of
lead and mercury poisoning,” said Moriarty (D-Gloucester). “ These are dangeroustoxinsthat have nothing
to do with how beautiful anecklace or bracelet |ooks.”

Thehill was approved 78-0 and now heads to the Senate for further consideration.
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