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MILAM AND ALBANOBILL TO
TOUGHEN PENALTIESFOR BEACH-DUMPING ADVANCES

Lawmakers Aim to Toughen Decade-Old Penalties;
Spurred to Action by Illegal Dumping that Closed Beaches Over Labor Day Weekend

(TRENTON) — Legidaion Assamblymen Mait Milam and Nelson Albano sponsored to
toughen the finandd pendties agang illegd ocean dumping was released today by an Assembly
committee.

The measure was crafted after severad South Jersey beaches were forced to close around
Labor Day weekend after illegally dumped medica waste washed ashore. As many as 225 syringes and
other medical waste were found in Avadon — leading borough officids to close beaches four times.
Syringes aso washed ashore in Berkeley, Ocean City, Sea Ide City, Brigantine and Upper Township.

Thomas McFarland, a Philadelphia dentis who owns a Jersey Shore summer home, was
charged Sept. 5 with intentionally dumping the waste that caused the Avalon closings. The source of the
other waste is ill under investigation.

The measure (A-3271) would double the fines for illegd medicd-waste dumping in New
Jersey’s waters to $100,000-per-day. The lawvmakers noted that state pendlties for water pollution
haven't been updated since 1990, while those for illegd medicd waste handling haven't been updated
since 1997.

“Polluters who foul our beaches mugt pay dearly for tarnishing the shore's reputation” said
Albano. “The true cost of beach pollution goes far beyond what is spent to actudly clean this garbage
off the sand, but includes the long-term effects when people decide to use this disgusting episode to
decide againg vigting our beaches.”

“Our beach towns and small businesses are in no position to absorb the finandd hit caused by

someone's reckless behavior,” said Milam. “Polluters should be on the hook not just for environmenta

Adamanes hit ecnnomic damanes ton”



The lawmakers said that while the current $50,000- per-day fines dlowable under clean water
law looks severe, its effectiveness has eroded since enactment in 1990.

Had the penalties kept pace with inflation, the trio noted that the fines would be equd to roughly
$82,800 in today’ s money.

The measure was released by the Assembly Environment and Solid Waste Committee and now
goes to the Assembly Speaker, who decides if and when to pogt it for avote.



