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GREENSTEIN/HUTTLE/RAMOSBILL REQUIRING VICTIMS OF
CRIMINALLY INSANETOBE TOLD OF RELEASE OK’D

(TRENTON) — The Assembly Judiciary Committee today released legidation Assambly members
LindaR. Greengtein ,Vderie Vanieri Huttle and Ruben J. Ramos, Jr. sponsored to require victims of the
crimindly insane to be notified when their tormentor is rel eased.

“Thereisno circumstance under whichacrimevictim or their family should find out second-handor
by happenstancethat the person responsibleisback on the street,” said Greenstein (D- Mercar/Middlesex),
the pandl’ s chairwoman. “We need to make it crystd clear that victims' rights are paramount.”

“Victims of crime deserveto fed safein their own homes and wemust do everything in our power
to protect them,” sad Vanieri Huttle (D-Bergen). “Something as Smple as natification can give acrime
victim the peace of mind that comes with knowing that the police are watching, too.”

The victim-natification measure (A-3349) dso would gpply when a person deemed criminaly
insane escapes or is transferred from amentd hedth facility or is dlowed unsupervised community vigts.

Under current law, victimsof crimeare notified if the person convicted of the crimeisreeasedfrom
custody. The measure would expand that right to cases where the person who commits the crime is
acquitted by reason of insanity or isfound unfit to proceed.

“Crimevictimsdeserve to be notified of an offender’ srel ease regardless of whether that offender is
crimindly insane or not,” said Ramos (D-Hudson). “We must take al necessary steps to ensure that a
vidim' srights are upheld.”

The measure was released 6-0. It now goesto the Assembly Speaker who decidesif and whento
post it for afloor vote.
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