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DIEGNAN/BARNESCONNERSRAMOSBILL CREATING ‘TROOPS
TO COLLEGE’ PROGRAM ADVANCES

Aimsto Help Veterans Make Transition into Classroom

(TRENTON) — Legidation sponsored by Assemblymen Patrick J. Diegnan Jr., Peter J. Barnes|l|,
Jack Conners and Ruben J. Ramos Jr. to help veterans make the trangition from the battlefield tothe college
classroom was released today by an Assembly committee.

The bill would require the New Jersey Commission on Higher Education, in consultation with the
Department of Veterans and Military Affairs, to establish the Troops to College Program.

The program would assst New Jersey’s public inditutions of higher education in coordinating a
comprehensve array of servicesto help veterans make the trangtion into the college classroom.

“Our veterans deserve the best, and that includes access to higher education,” said Diegnan (D-
Middlesex). “This plan would make that trangtion eeser and is the right thing to do for those who have
sacrificed their time and energy to defend our nation.”

“The help we' re proposing here includes assistance in gpplying for tuition aid, counsdling resources
and acampus veterans assstance officer to provide a sangle point of contact for information on the
ingtitution’ sbenefitsand programsfor veterans,” said Barnes (D-Middlesex). “ Thisisdl badcinformation thet
we can offer to our veterans and make their trangtion easier.”

The bill dso would require an online resource to consolidate pertinent informeation specificaly for
veterans attending that ingtitution.

“Veterans are owed our best, and this is one way to help make that redlity,” sad Conners, (D-
Burlington/Camden), chairman of the Assembly Military and Veterans Affairs Committeethat rd essed thehill.
“Weadl know ahigher education is key to so muchin our world, and our veterans should not beleft behind.”

(MORE)



-

Under the program the commission must include certain informetion on its Internet Ste that would be
designed to assst veterans in accessing the higher education goportunities that exist in the gate. The
information must include, but need not be limited to:

Contact information for the campus veterans assistance officer at each of the public ingtitutions of

higher education; and

Information on the array of programs and services available to veterans a each of the public

inditutions of higher education.

“This is amply an effort to help veterans make thet vitd trangtion from the battlefidd to the
classsoom,” said Ramos (D-Hudson). “A college education is crucid these days, and we owe it to our
veterans to ensure they can more easily obtain one.”

The bill was released 5-0 and now headsto the Assembly Speaker, who decidesif and whento post

it for afloor vote.
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