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ASSEMBLY PANEL CLEARS10-BILL PACKAGE TOIMPROVE

INTERNET SAFETY

Comprehensive Package Stems from Attorney General Milgram''s Initiatives,
Would Enhance Penalties and Laws to Protect Children on the Internet

(TRENTON) — The Assembly Judiciary Committee unanimoudy released a sweeping 10-hill package
Assamblywoman Linda Greenstein and 13 other Assembly Democratic lawmakerssponsored that would givelaw
enforcement enhanced abilities to crackdown on child Internet crimes.

The 10-bill package, among other things, would upgrade pendties and crimes for offenders who
communicatein aharassing, sexudly offensveor abusive manner with minorson Web sitesand through eectronic
communication.

The bills are part of Attorney Generd Anne Milgram'’s Internet safety initiatives.

“This 10-hbill package would give law enforcement the toolsthey need to better protect children who use
the Internet for education and recregtion,” said Greengtein (D-Middlesex/Mercer), who is sponsoring each bill.
“No longer will Web sites be the playgrounds of criminaslooking to prey on vulnerable children.”

“My office combats Internet threats by employing an aggressive, multi- pronged gpproach ranging from
crimina and civil investigations to cooperdtive efforts with networking sites and service providers to education
initiatives aimed at teachers, school adminigrators, parents and students,” Milgram said. “But aswe pursued our
initigtives, it became clear that it was essentid that our crimina and civil enforcement statutes address evolving
threats posed by bad actorsonline. Thiscomprehensive I nternet safety legidative package addressesthoseisues”

Also sponsoring the legidation are Assembly membersWayne P. DeAngelo, Nelson T. Albano, Gary S.
Schaer, Matthew W. Milam, Frederick Scalera, John J. Burzichdlli, Peter J. Barnes 111, Elease Evans, Vaerie
Vanier Huttle, Petrick J. Diegnan Jr., PamdaR. Lampitt, Gordon M. Johnson and Douglas H. Fisher.
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“It's a parent’s wordt nightmare to redlize their child’s safety has been jeopardized smply by usng a
computer,” said DeAngdo (D-Mercer/Middiesex). “It’stime New Jersey upgradesits crimes and pendtiesto
assig law enforcement in preventing, investigating and cracking down on cyberspace crimes and abuses that
thresten the welfare of our children.”

The 10-bill package is comprised of legidation that would:

Amend the ga€'s luring ad enticing and endangering the welfare of minors laws to,
among other things, expand the definition of “dectronic means’ to include not only the
Internet  but aso aty dectronic communication devicee. (A-3754 -
Greengen/Milam/BarnesDeAngel0)
Make it a crime to communicate or tranamit sexudly suggestive communications to a
minor. (A-3755 — Milam/Greengtein/Schaer/DeAngel0)
Upgrade certain X crimes agang Minors. (A-3756 -
Greengtein/Albano/DeAngdo/Vainier Huttle)
Provide pendties for sexudly offensve or ausve communication through socid
networking Web stes. (A-3757 — Albano/Vainieri Huttle/DeAngd o/Greengtein)
Require personssubject to Megan’ sLaw regidration to provide law enforcement with any
Internet user names. (A-3758 — Greenstein/Diegnan/Barnes/Schaer)
Upgrade offense of harassment involving the Internet and minors. (A-3759 —
Evang/Lampitt/ScderalGreengtein)
Authorize wiretap orders for the investigation of luring or enticing a child, identity theft,
dadking and harassment under cetain  circumstances.  (A-3760  —
Schaer/Johnsor/Albano/Greengtein)
Authorize the interception of wire or e ectronic communications of asuspected computer
trespasser under certain circumstances. (A-3761 — ScaeralFisher/Milam/Greengein)
Requireinformation technology professiona swho find child pornogragphy on computersto
report the finding to law enforcement. (A-3762 -
DeAngelo/Burzichdlli/Schaer/Greengtein)
Create a"Computer Crime Prevention Fund” by imposing apendty for certain aimesand
offenders. (A-3763 —Barnes/Albano/Evans/Greengtein).
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“Law enforcement needs the tools to keep pace with today’ s ever-changing technology and ward off
predators who lurk behind a computer screen in hopes of preying on children,” said Albano (D-Atlantic/Cape
May/Cumberland). “ Thisisacommon-sense step forward to hel p give parents peace of mindthat we' re doing dl
we can to protect their children in this technologicd age.”

“Every parent worrieswhen their child logs onto acomputer and entersthat new world that has evolved
onthelnternet,” sad Milam (D-Atlantic/Cape May/Cumberland). “1t can be awonderful tool for education and
keeping in touch with friends and loved ones, but it can dso be a dangerous place. These bills am to give
authorities what they need to keep pace with the criminals.”

Other sponsors released the following statements:

Assemblyman Gary Schaer (D- Passaic/Ber gen/Essex):

“Law enforcement needsevery availabletool at itsdisposal to ensurethe safety of our children when they
venture online. Thiscomprehensive packagewill provide policewith the ability to go after online predatorsbefore
they even have achanceto victimize achild.”

Assemblyman Fred Scalera (D-Essex/Ber gen/Passaic).

“Online stalkers who target children annot be treated lightly. We need to be able to go after these
individuas swiftly and bring the full force of the law to bear.”

Assemblyman John J. Burzichdli (D-Gloucester/Cumberland/Salem):

“Many times we owe prosecutions to average citizens who come across wrongdoing and do the right
thing, so we know many people, including information technology professionds, are dready willingto help. The
proposa to requireinformation technology professiona sto report ingppropriate child images— or suspicion aoout
such animage - to the proper authoritiesis just a step toward ensuring everyone does the right thing.”

Assemblyman Peter J. Barnes|ll (D-Middlesex):

“Fining offenders and using the money to establish a Computer Crime Prevention Fund isasmart way to
boost funding and easethe taxpayer burden that comeswith investigating and prosecuting computer- rd ated crime
and publicizing programs to enhance public awareness of computer-related crime. Pendizing the people who
force us to investigate these nightmarish crimes is sensible public palicy that puts the burden on offenders, not

taxpayers.”
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Assemblywoman Elease Evans (D-Passaic):

“Times and technology have changed and so must our harassment laws. Using the Internet or e-mail to
subject another person to hatred, contempt or ridiculeisjust as much harassment asit would beto do it openly to
someone on the street. We cannot tolerate it in either form, but the Internet and its accessibility and ability to
quickly spread harassing information mekes this bill vita.”

Assemblywoman Valerie Vainieri Huttle (D-Bergen):

“Pedophiles who target children through their computers need to know that when they are caught - and
they will be— that they are going to face siff pendtiesand jal time”

Assembly Patrick Diegnan (D-Middlesex):

“In this day and age anyone can go on the Internet and disguise themsalves behind an anonymous user
name. That includes sex offenderswho would otherwi se be subject to community notification laws. Such offenders
shouldn’ t be ableto hidetheir identify and escape notice Smply becausethey’ relogged onto the Internet. They're
no less athreat just because they’re sitting at a keyboard.”

Assemblywoman Pamela L ampitt (D-Camden):

“Just because someone is using the Internet or e-mail to harass someone doesn't make it any lessof a
concern. Our laws need to match the times, and that’s what thislegidation will do.”

Assemblyman Gordon Johnson (D-Bergen):

“The efforts of police to get suspected cyber-criminds off-line cannot be stymied by bureaucracy. This
legidative package will ensure that law enforcement has the ability to act quickly at the first Sgn of trouble”

Assemblyman Douglas H. Fisher (D-Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem):

“Children are the most vulnerable members of our society. As children embark into a whole new world
through the Internet we must ensure that they are thoroughly protected. We wouldn't send our kids outsde
unsupervised or unprotected so we cannot alow them to jump on the information highway without adequate
protection from potential harm.”
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