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***MULTIMEDIA PACKAGE***

CHIAPPONE/WISNIEWSKI/LAMPITT BILL PACKAGE
TOIMPROVE TEEN DRIVER SAFETY PASSESASSEMBLY

Four-Bill Package Implements Priority Recommendations
Of the March 2008 Teen Driver Sudy Commission’s Final Report

(TRENTON) — Assembly members Anthony Chigppone, John S. Wisniewski and Pamea R.
Lampitt today issued amultimedia package on alegid ative package they sponsoredto improveteen driver
safety in New Jersey, which was approved today by the Genera Assembly.

Thehills would implement the top recommendations of the state’ s Teen Driver Study Commission

The multimedia package congsts of avideo pressrel ease on the legidative package, audio of same
and quotes from the sponsors.

The video can be accessed directly viaour Web site—www.assemblydems.com—or by pagiing the

fallowing link into a Web browser: http://mwww.youtube.com/watchdvy=BCWmfcxclL tU

The audio file has been included in the e-malil as an atachment.

“We need to give newly minted driversthe tool sthey need to become safe, responsible motorists,”
said Chigppone (D-Hudson). “Encouraging safe driving practi ces, enhancing penatiesfor bad driving and
increasing the amount of time required behind the whed will go along way toward that god.”

Thefirg measure (A-3067) would prevent provisona and learning driversfrom using pleabargains
on driving offenses to reduce the severity of the violation. The Assembly passed the measure 55-11-11.

(MORE)
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The second measure (A-3068) would revamp the state' s graduated driver licensing law.

Under the bill, teen driverswith alearner’ s permit would have to log at least 50 hours of practice
driving—induding 10 hoursof night driving— certified by aparent, guardian or supervisng driver, dongwith
the required six-hour driving course. Drivers ages 17 to 20 who obtain an examination permit would be
given the option to ether complete thelearner’ s permit certification requirements or complete 100 hours of
certified driving, including 20 hours of night driving.

Additiondly, any driver under 18 years old would not be ableto obtain a permit until their parent or
guardian attends a teen driver orientation program approved by the state Motor Vehicle Commission
(MVC). Drivers under 21 who have been issued learner’s or examination permits would further be
required to hold those permits for one year before being digible for a provisond license.

The measure aso would require the MV C to adopt a standardized, up-to-date curriculum to be
used in public and private driving schools that would include private, one-on-one ingruction for permit
holders. Thebill passed by avote of 76-0-2.

“The only way to become better a anything is through practice, and driving is no exception,” said
Wisniewski (D-Middlesex), chairman of the Assembly Transportation, Public Works and Independent
Authorities Committee. “Providing teen driverswith adequate behind-the-whed time, Sandardized driver
education and a healthy respect for the consequences of bad driving will help make them safer, more
responsible motorists.”

A third measure (A-3069) would require driverswho hold alearner’ s permit, examination permit or
provisond driver's license to digolay an MV C-issued decal on the vehicle they are driving to ad law
enforcement personne in distinguishing between provisona and fully licensed drivers.

The decals would be removable and transferrable and be required to be displayed beforeadriver
with apermit or provisond license operatesthevehicle. Failureto diplay the decaswould resultina$100
fine per offense.

The measurewould be named “Kyleigh’sLaw,” in honor of Kyleigh Daessio, a 16-year-old honor
Sudent and recognized athlete from Long Valey who died in an accident involving another young driver
with multiple passengersin the vehicle. It passed unanimoudly.

The find measure (A-3070) would revise the restrictions placed on driverswho hold permits and

provisond driver'slicenses.

(MORE)
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Under the bill, the state’ s provisiond driver’slicense would be renamed a“ probationary driver's
license” Any driver under 21 would be dlowed to travel with only one passenger, unless accompanied by
aparent or guardian. Redtrictions on overnight driving would be extended by an hour, from 11 p.m.to 5
am. The Assembly passed the measure unanimoudly.

“This package will help reinforce the message to teens that driving isaprivilege, not aright,” sad
Lampitt (D-Camden). “We need to better impress upon teens that getting behind thewhed carrieswith it
real and tremendous responsibility for their passengers, other drivers and, most importantly, themsdves.”
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